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reality. The very birth of a baby has more spiritual meaning 
than all the simpering sweetness-and-light waterings-down of 
religion put together. Is the main lesson of the War — to say 
nothing of the Cross — to be lost after all ? T. P. B. 



Prophecy and Authority. A Study in the History of the Doctrine and 
Interpretation of Scripture. By Kemper Fullerton, M.A., Professor of 
Old Testament Language and Literature in Oberlin Graduate School of 
Theology. New York : The Macmillan Co. 1919. Pp. xxi, 214. 

The aim of this book and its methods are well stated in the 
Announcement and Introduction: "The purpose is twofold, — to 
discuss the principles of the interpretation of Messianic Prophecy 
in view of the recent revival of Millennialist claims, and to reopen 
the question of the nature of the Bible as a principle of authority in 
Protestant Theology. The author seeks to trace the way in which 
the methods of interpretation and the doctrine of Scripture af- 
fect each other in the Church's interpretation of prophecy, and 
to show how the scientific principles of interpretation adopted by 
the Reformers inevitably lead to the abandonment of the Millen- 
nialist theory and of the dogmatic view of Scripture, and that 
these results are, at the same time, religiously desirable." 

The subject is divided into two periods : the Patristic and the 
Modern. Under the first head the author treats at length, in a 
scholarly fashion and in interesting detail, the Patristic argument 
from Prophecy, with its emphasis upon the predictive element, 
the use of the allegorical method in Exegesis, and the Church 
as the authoritative interpreter of Scripture, by the institution 
of the Rule of Faith and the Historic Episcopate. A good clear 
summary of the results of the study of this period is given on 
pages 102-105. 

The second part is even more interesting and practical, for 
the author here traces the development of the modern attitude 
toward the Bible during and since the Reformation. He shows 
here also a profound grasp of his subject, and the special diffi- 
culties and intricacies of the question are treated with an 
ability and understanding which undoubtedly owe much to his 
own personal experience, and to his having thought and perhaps 
fought out the matter all through for himself. 
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The theories and practice of Luther and of Calvin are criti- 
cally considered at some length. Luther took the lead in dis- 
carding the allegorical method, substituting therefor what he 
styled the grammatico-historical principle, as was necessary, if he 
was to reestablish the Bible as a visible principle of authority. Thus 
he was able to support the great reformation doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith. It was also through the adoption of this princi- 
ple of interpretation that the Reformation became indissolubly 
connected with Humanism. In practice, however, Luther, who 
was in no sense a scientific exegete, actually took over a large part 
of the patristic interpretation of prophecy. A clear and concise 
summary of the significance of Luther's positions is given on 
page 130. Indeed, these frequent summaries are not the least 
valuable and helpful part of this excellent and instructive piece 
of work.. 

Calvin the author regards as "the first scientific interpreter in 
the history of the Christian Church." But, he adds, "it must be 
cordially admitted that Calvin's theory of the Old Testament was 
as unhistorical as Luther's," reading Christianity into it, as Luther 
did, by an elaborate theory of typology. 

The two great Reformation doctrines were justification by 
faith and the sole authority of Scripture. "The post-Reformation 
period intellectualized the former principle, externalized the latter 
principle, and devitalized both." The author then proceeds to 
give a brief but clear and very intelligible sketch of the post- 
Reformation doctrine of Scripture, beginning with the Council 
of Trent, against which the Reformers combined to formulate 
the dogma of the infallibility of Scripture in place of the infal- 
lible Pope. 

This doctrine was elaborated along three lines: The infalli- 
bility (1) of the content of Scripture, (2) of its text, and (3) of the 
canon. This led to the great "inspiration" controversies in 
which at last this doctrine of the infallibility of Scripture as an 
external standard was completely broken down on all three lines. 

In conclusion, he treats of the resulting balance of losses and 
gains, and the great work of reconstruction in the theory of In- 
spiration, of the Supernatural, of the Millennial Hope, and of Jesus' 
relationship to Prophecy. "Just as Jesus fulfilled the Law, not by 
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emphasizing the letter of its observance, but by pointing out its 
wider reach and deeper import, so he fulfilled prophecy, not 
because he is the fulfiller of prophetic predictions, but because 
he is the fulfiller of prophetic ideals." 

We seem to see, under this form of a scholarly treatment of 
the historical process of the development of Biblical interpreta- 
tion and theory in the Christian Church, the true presentment 
of an earnest Christian mind, turning from the old traditional 
views of prophecy, inspiration, and infallibility to the new 
positions gained on these subjects by modern critical scholar- 
ship. The tone is reverent and conservative, but it clearly recog- 
nizes the baneful effects of the old way of thinking, and justifies 
the new thought by its higher moral, natural, and reasonable 
results, as revealing a more vital and real spiritual interest and 
significance in the whole Bible. It is an admirable book for the 
intelligent layman as well as for the clergy, amid the conflicting 
and, to many, the unsettling views of the present day. 

Charles L. Wells. 

Is Mark a Roman Gospel? Harvard Theological Studies, VII. By 
Benjamin W. Bacon, Professor of New Testament Criticism, Yale Uni- 
versity. Cambridge : Harvard University Press. 1919. 

Compared with Old Testament criticism, the results of New 
Testament criticism are much more conservative. Dates are 
being put further back, and the early accepted authorship of the 
several books more generally recognized. Nearly all of the New 
Testament writings are now, by almost universal agreement, 
placed well within the limits of the first century and most of 
them are acknowledged to have been written by those whose names 
they bear. When we remember that only about seventy-five 
years ago, Baur and the advanced critics of the Tubingen School 
regarded only four Pauline epistles as genuine, and scattered 
the other New Testament writings all up and down the second 
century the change, which the last two or three decades have 
seen in the critical questions regarding the date and authorship 
:>f these writings, is profoundly impressive. For one thing, it 
las taken the very ground out from under all the mythical, leg- 
mdary and most of the development theories of the origins of 



